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want to thank Congressman TEAGUE of 
New Mexico for offering an amendment 
to this bill during the subcommittee 
markup that clarified the effective end 
date of the pilot program. 

This legislation works to expand and 
improve the educational benefits avail-
able to our country’s veterans by di-
recting the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to conduct a 
5-year pilot project that tests the feasi-
bility and advisability of expanding the 
scope of work study activities avail-
able to veterans receiving educational 
benefits through the VA. 

Currently, eligible student veterans 
enrolled in college degree programs, 
vocational programs or professional 
programs, are eligible to participate in 
the work study allowance program. 
However, they are limited to positions 
involving VA-related work, such as 
processing VA paperwork, performing 
outreach services, and assisting staff at 
medical facilities or the offices of the 
National Cemetery Administration. 
Thus, veterans aren’t afforded opportu-
nities similar to those offered to non-
veteran students. 

This pilot program would expand the 
qualifying work study activities al-
lowed to include positions in academic 
departments, such as tutoring or as-
sisting with research, teaching and lab 
work, as well as student services such 
as positions in career centers, financial 
aid, orientation, cashiers, admissions, 
records, and registration offices. 

Given the wide variety of tasks our 
men and women in uniform perform 
while serving their country, our Nation 
should be capitalizing on the unique 
training and skill sets that veterans 
who are pursuing their degrees bring to 
their educational institutions. 

This pilot program will run from 2010 
to 2014 and will give the VA an ade-
quate opportunity to determine if this 
expanded work study program should 
be further expanded. 

This bill also requires the Secretary 
of the VA to publish regulations on the 
supervision of veterans participating in 
these expanded work study positions. 

Educational benefits are one of the 
essential benefits that our country 
gives its veterans. These benefits help 
our veterans take that experience that 
they have gained while serving, and 
translate that knowledge into college 
degrees and other types of professional 
development. The money we, as a Na-
tion, invest in the education of vet-
erans, has a direct positive economic 
benefit for the country. 

As chairwoman of the Economic Op-
portunity Subcommittee, I look for-
ward to continuing to work in a bipar-
tisan manner with Mr. BOOZMAN and 
our subcommittee members to ensure 
veterans are receiving the best possible 
educational benefits. 

On a personal note, Mr. Speaker, it 
has been 20 years now, but as a work 
study student myself, I wouldn’t want 
any of my contemporaries then, and 
certainly the young men and women 
who are serving in uniform today, to be 

denied particular opportunities avail-
able in an academic environment to 
pursue their own educational aspira-
tions or to serve their fellow students 
on campus in any capacity that VA 
education benefits are intended to pro-
vide. 

So again, I want to thank Chairman 
FILNER for his leadership on this issue, 
and I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. I yield the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) 3 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I rise today 
in support of the veterans of this coun-
try. 

Mr. Speaker, I served in the United 
States Marine Corps. I’m also an origi-
nal intent constitutionalist, and I be-
lieve very firmly that most Americans 
understand that a national defense, a 
strong national defense, and thus, sup-
porting our military men and women 
as well as the veterans, is critically im-
portant. It’s important for the vet-
erans, the retirees, those who are on 
disability. It’s extremely important to 
them. 

It is also important to our current 
active duty troops for us to support 
veterans, because how are we going to 
get people to stay in the military to be 
senior NCOs, senior officers or flag offi-
cers if we do not fulfill the promises 
that we make to the men and women 
who come into the military to begin 
with? And thus, it is also important in 
the recruiting process. How are we 
going to recruit good men and women 
to come into the military, make it a 
career, if we don’t fulfill the promises 
that we have made to them as they en-
list or are commissioned in the mili-
tary? 

Mr. Speaker, we have broken prom-
ises to the veterans. We have broken 
many promises. In my district, I have 
two stellar VA hospitals, the Charlie 
Norwood Veterans Medical Center in 
Augusta, Georgia. I also have a vet-
erans clinic just outside of Athens, 
Georgia, that gives stellar care to our 
veterans. But veterans are denied the 
health care, educational needs and 
other things that they have been prom-
ised, and it’s a travesty. We have to 
stop denying the veterans the promises 
that we have made them, and it’s abso-
lutely critical for our national defense. 

Mr. FILNER. I have no further 
speakers and am prepared to yield 
back. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to say, to thank Ms. HERSETH 
SANDLIN for bringing this forward. I, 
like her—and it has been a little bit 
more than 20 years—enjoyed the abil-
ity of participating with work study. I 
know how important it is and how im-
portant it will be to these students if 
we can extend this even further to our 
military. 

So I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. It’s a good one. I appre-
ciate Chairman FILNER and Mr. BUYER 
for bringing this forward and would 
urge its adoption. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1037, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FILNER. I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1037, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the operation of House Reso-
lution 640 is stayed pending the accept-
ance by the House of a resignation cre-
ating a vacancy on the committee con-
cerned. 

There was no objection. 
f 

WILLIAM C. TALLENT DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
OUTPATIENT CLINIC 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 402) to designate the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, as the ‘‘Wil-
liam C. Tallent Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 402 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF WILLIAM C. 

TALLENT DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT CLIN-
IC. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘William C. Tallent Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any 
law, regulation, map, document, record, or 
other paper of the United States to the out-
patient clinic referred to in subsection (a) 
shall be considered to be a reference to the 
William C. Tallent Department of Veterans 
Affairs Outpatient Clinic. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 
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